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April 20, 2020 
 
Governor Raimondo’s Executive Order 20-14 prohibited all non-critical, retail businesses from conducting in-person 
operations. The construction industry, like other industries, remains open.  As we learn more about COVID-19, it is 
important that we take that knowledge and put in place the policies and procedures to keep employees who are 
physically present at work, safe.  On April 3rd, the US Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
recommended that citizens should wear “non-surgical, cloth masks” to help prevent the spread of coronavirus.   
 
In Rhode Island, on April 18th, it became mandatory for all construction workers on a jobsite, who cannot easily, 
continuously, and measurably maintain a 6-foot distance from all other persons, to wear a cloth face covering, per 
Governor Raimondo’s Executive Order 20-24.  
 
The term “cloth face covering” means a cloth material that covers the nose and mouth and reduces the release of 
infectious particles into the air when someone speaks, coughs, or sneezes. The term should not be interpreted to 
mean a disposable surgical face mask or a N95 mask. Those are critical supplies that must continue to be reserved for 
healthcare workers and other medical first responders. 
 
To ensure all employees have a cloth face covering, businesses must, at their expense, provide their employees with:  
• A cloth face covering that covers the nose and mouth, or  
• The materials to create a face covering  
 
For information on cloth face coverings, see: 

• www.commerceri.com/masks  

• https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html 

• https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-faq.html 
 
Employees whose health or safety would be negatively impacted by wearing a cloth face covering are exempt from 
this requirement. Examples where the covering may negatively impact the safety of the worker or others include but 
are not limited to:  
▪ When other respiratory protection is required;  
▪ When operating heavy machinery and the covering impairs hearing or communication. 
 
Employees may, if they choose, fashion their own cloth face covering, or wear other more protective face covering if 
they are already in possession of such. If the employer is required to provide its employees with more protective face 
covering equipment due to the nature of the work involved, employees must continue wearing the more protective 
face covering 
 
Please remember that cloth face coverings are not a replacement for adhering to social distancing protocols. 
However, when wearing one, the risk of spreading the infection to others is reduced. This is particularly important 
when a person who has the virus is asymptomatic and therefore, unknowingly, continues to go to work. It is 
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extremely important that anyone experiencing flu-like symptoms stay home and call their healthcare provider. For 
the latest guidance on prevention from getting sick, please visit: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html 
 
Likewise, it is important to continue complying with all safety and health guidelines issued by the R.I. Department 
of Health and the CDC. Although the CDC has made no recommendation that the general public should wear 
disposable gloves to prevent the spread of COVID-19, it is extremely important that, among other things, hands are 
kept clean through frequent washing and the use of hand sanitizer, and through wiping down frequently touched 
surfaces, and tools, with disinfectants.  
 
Please feel free to submit questions online to the Department of Business Regulation using the web form available at 
www.dbr.ri.gov/critical or by calling the Department at 401-889-555. 
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