














Adequate Alternative Means

• Measures that ensure transparency and provide real-time public 
access, such as video-conferencing

• Must be provided for free
• May require subscription or registration, as long as there is no cost 

and it is available to the public at large
• Examples: Zoom, GoTo Meeting, Microsoft Teams
• Members of public body do not need to be in the same physical place
• Even if a public body is able to meet in person, it must also offer 

adequate alternative means of public access to meeting



Posting Notice

• OMA notice requirements remain in place
• Notice must be posted 48 hours in advance (excluding weekends and holidays), in 

3 locations:
• Secretary of State website
• Principal office or building in which meetings usually held
• At least one other prominent place within the governmental unit
R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-6(b), (c)
• If building where notice is normally posted is closed, you may post notice on 

outside door of the building
• For "Place" on Agenda, provide how the public can access the meeting (URL 

address, etc.) or where that information is available
• Also provide physical location if public body is meeting in person



Executive Session

• Public body may use virtual means to meet in executive session if the 
usual requirements of the OMA for meeting in executive session are 
satisfied. See R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 42-46-4, 5.

• The OMA requires an "open call" in open session prior to entering 
executive session. R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-4(a).

• At the conclusion of executive session, the public body must return 
to open session to report out any votes from closed session. R.I. Gen. 
Laws § 42-46-4(b).

• These "open call" and reporting out requirements remain in place for 
virtual meetings.



Other Considerations

• OMA does not require public comment, but public participation may 
be required by other applicable laws.

• If a law requires allowance for participation by the public at large, or 
by certain impacted individuals, then the public (or the specific 
individuals entitled to participate) must be able to appear and 
participate the same way a member of the public body would.

• Public body must comply with all applicable nondiscrimination laws 
and ensure virtual meetings are open and accessible to persons with 
disabilities. See R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-46-13.
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Good Audio Connections 
are Essential

• Use a headset. 
• Call in if you have a bad 

internet connection.
• In general, avoid sharing 

microphones with 
others. 
























