STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS REGULATION
JOHN O, PASTORE CENTER, BLDG. 68-1
1511 PONTIAC AVENUE

o CRANSTON, RHODE ISTLAND 02920 .. .

IN THE MATTER OF

NICOLE COOESON, : DBR No. 19GA8B01

RESPONDENT, :

CONSENT AGREEMENT

The Departrnent of Business Regulation (“Departmaent™) through its Gaming and

Athlefics Division (“Division”) enters into this Consent Agreement with Nicole Cookson

(“Respondent”) to resolve the above-captioned matter pursuant o its authority under R.I. Gen.
Laws §42-35-9(d).

.

it is hereby agreed by and between the Division and the Respondent that;

The Respondent possesses Gaming Facility — Operation Employee License No.
GFE.OG11158-0 (“License”) for her work as a Cage & Count cashier at Twin River Casino
Hotel, which has an expiration date of December 31, 2021. The License was renewed on
January 1, 2019 via a letter sent by the Division to the Respondent entitled Notice of License

On January 15, 2019, the Respondent was arrested by the Rhode Isiand State Police and

charged with one count of Larceny Under $1500 (a misdemeanor) in District Cowrt as Case

No. 31-2019-00627. The subject of Respondent’s charges was that on January 13, 2019, she
shorted a customer at the Wicked Sportsbook Bar & Grill cage window by one-hundred
dollars (3100.00) of his three-thousand doliar {$3,000.00) bet. Respondent atternpted to
conceal the customer’s one-hundred dollar ($100.00) bill (“bill™) from surveillance view by
placing a later tip of doliar bills around the bill and placing the total cash in her tip drawer.

. On March 26, 2019, the Respondent pled nolo contendere to the one count of Larceny Under

$1500 in Case No. 31-2819-00627. The Respondent appealed her plea to Superior Court that
same day, resulting in Providence Superior Court Case No, P3-2015-1484A.

O Aprit 11, 2019, the Departaent filed an Oxder to Show Cause in the lnstant wmatter based
on the substance of Respondent’s January 13, 2019 conduct and as summarized in § 2.
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On February 12, 2020, the Respondent was found guilty by a jury after a trial on charges of
Larceny Under $1500 in Casge No. P3-2019-1484A; Respondent currently awaits sentencing.

Applicable Law

According to 230-RICR-30-30-3, Criminad Background Investigation reguiation (“CRI™)
§3.5, Criminal History Record Information ("CHRI™) is to be considered when taking
dlsmphmry action on an individual’s gaming license. CRI specifically describes that denial
ig warranted with “arrests and/or charges that occwrred within the last ten (10) vears,” and
mandates consideration of aggravating factors including but not limited to “relevance and
seriousness of the Applicant’s CHRI record to the type of license or permit sought.”

Pursuant to R.L Gen. Laws § 41-4-9.1{¢), the Division may “suspend or revoke, for good
cause, any license issued by it after 2 hearing held in accordance with chapter 35 of title 42
and gubject to further appeal procedures provided by § 41-2-3.7

Conditions

Though the Division maintains that it has the requisite good cause to suspend or revoke
Respondent’s. License pursuant to R Gen. Laws § 41-4-9.1(c), the parties have agreed to an
amicable resolution of the matter without an administrative hearing and its attendant time and

cosis. As such, the Respondent agrees that the matter will be resolved upon the following
term and condition:

a. Respondent shail surrender her License on or before July 31, 2020, causing it to be

delivered to the Department, 1511 Pontiac Ave., Building 68, Cranston, Rhode Isiand
(02920,

The Department and the Respondent agree that this Consent Agreement and its terms
represent the final determination of this matter.

. Waiver of Hearing and Appeal By agreeing to resolve this matter through the execution of this

Consent Agreement, Respondent knowingly and volumtarily waives any right to an
administrative hearing and walves any right to pursue an appeal to the Superior Cowt under
the Rhode Island Administrative Procedures Act, R.I Gen. Laws § 42-35-1, et seq.

Enforcement. If the Respondent falls to comply with any term or condition of this Consent
Agreement within any applicable time period set forth herein, the Respondent will be in
viclation bereunder and the Department shall be entitled to immediately take enforcement or
other action in accordance with applicable law.

Compliance; Laws, Compliance with the terms of this Consent Agreement does not relieve the
Respondent of any obligation to comply with other applicable laws or regulations administered
by or through the Department or any other governmental agency.
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