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CERTIFIED CONSTABLES’ BULLETIN 2020-1.2 

SUPREME COURT ORDER 2020-12 AND EVICTIONS 

This Bulletin is applicable to all Licensees of the Department who have been licensed 
pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 9-5-10.1 et seq., and updates Certified Constables’ Bulletin 2020-1 
and 2020-1.1 with regard to the issuance of the most recent Rhode Island Supreme Court Order 
and its specific guidance regarding eviction matters.  

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 2020-12 issued by the Rhode Island Supreme Court (the 
“Supreme Court Order”) on May 15, 2020, the District Court may recommence the adjudication 
of eviction matters after June 1, 2020 and will establish a protocol by administrative order issued 
by the Chief Judge. As eviction proceedings are specifically identified in subsection seven of the 
Supreme Court Order, the process to evict someone cannot take place until after June 1, 2020 
and must adhere to any forthcoming administrative order(s) issued by the District Court. 
Accordingly, service of process and/or executions regarding eviction proceedings are not 
appropriate until such time and in the manner as authorized by the Court in a given circumstance. 

In the event that any Certified Constable fails “to adhere to court policies, rules, 
procedures or regulations” as prescribed in R.I. Gen. Laws § 9-5-10.5(a)(4), he/she may be 
disciplined pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 9-5-10.5(a). If necessary and warranted, such discipline  
may include reprimand of the licensee, suspension of his/her license, or license revocation. 
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